FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
is that which relegates women and girls to the kitchen and the
home, denying them a chance for equal development with men
in artistic, scientific, and public pursuits. My own mother, though
she had nine children, insisted on a wider contact than the home
afforded. This left its impression upon her children. She was the
better mother in every way for it.**
He also stated that he was struck by the equality and complete
comradeship of women and men which exists in the Soviet Union
on a countrywide scale. In various Moscow children's theatres
for various ages he was much impressed by the zest of boys and
girls alike and the natural way in which they mingled.
What the Dean of Canterbury says here about the Palace of
Pioneers and the care taken to develop talent coincides entirely
with what we have ourselves observed many times.
Professor G. W. Tyrrell, AJLC.Sc., D.Sc., F.R.S.E., F.G.S.,
University of Glasgow, who participated in the Seventeenth Inter-
national Geological Congress, held in Moscow in the summer of
1937, was equally enthusiastic regarding the talents developed by
Soviet children. In the. course of a description of his journey in
the Kuznetzk Basin, he said:
"Near Kusadeevo Station our train made an enforced stop close to
a Pioneers* Camp for the children of railway workers, and in a few
moments the train swarmed with a crowd of boys and girls in their
uniforms of blue blouses and red scarves. Nothing would do but that the
geological party should visit their camp. Of course, we did so, and these
jolly, laughing, unselfconscious children with their half-dozen adult
supervisors, immediately organized an impromptu entertainment for us,
consisting of folk-dancing, songs, and a short dramatic piece, the music
being supplied by a small boy with a large accordion. It was all a delight-
ful unstaged and unexpected treat which made a great impression on
the party."
Mother and infant welfare have received quite exceptional care
in the U.S.S.R. The number of mother and infant welfare con-
sultation centres has increased from nine, in the urban areas in
1914, with a capacity for treating 44,000 cases, to 1,371 with a
capacity for 12,296,000 cases in 1931, and 4,175 with a capacity
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